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After a COVID cancellation in July, the new Interclub season finally got underway in September. 

The weather was nigh on perfect – a far cry from the raging storms which hit on the day that 

Round 1 was originally scheduled. A large and eager crowd of 93 players took part, ten of whom 

were playing in this competition for the first time. 

The preliminary rounds were a bit of a mixed bag. There were some very tight games, and one or 

two upsets, but also a larger than usual share of rather one-sided games. By lunch time, this led 

to some rather spectacular points margins, in both directions. However, things tightened up in 

the afternoon session as all teams were pitted against others at their own level. 

When all was done and dusted, it was Eastern Suburbs who finished in their accustomed position 

at the top of the table. The gold medals went to the familiar trio of Alexi Alexi, Craig Stewart & 

Maurice Belz. This was Maurice’s last SAPL outing as he prepares to move with his family to 

England. A player of great skill and character, Maurice has had quite an impact on the local 

petanque scene during his years here in Adelaide (he’ll need an extra container to transport such 

a large collection of trophies and medals) and he’ll no doubt have a similar impact in the UK. It 

was fitting that he finish on top. We all wish him well on his new venture. 

In second place were Melissa Scott, Gavin Scott & Van Nguyen, from Prospect, starting the new 

season the same way that they finished the last. Remarkably, the bronze medallists were also 

nearly the same as the last round except that, on this occasion, Ryan Vitner & Jean-Luc Gonnet 

were teamed with Judy Whiteaker. Having recently relocated from Hobart, Judy is one of several 

experienced recruits who have come in to further strengthen the ever-improving Novar Gardens 

squad. 

Not surprisingly, the top three clubs on the premiership ladder after Round 1 correspond to the 

top three teams on the day. With Prospect and Novar Gardens tied for second, the scene is set for 

an exceptionally competitive season. 

Thanks to Club d’Adelaide for hosting the event and, as usual, putting on a first rate lunch. 
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Round 1 is also the time that we present individual awards to the players who earned the most 

championship points over the previous season. Here are the winners (and runners up)... 

 

Best Player:  Alexi Alexi  (Maurice Belz) 

Best Female Player: Rada Pierre  (Deb Rodda) 

Best Veteran (60+): Alexi Alexi  (Alain Rousse, Rada & Dominique Pierre) 

Best New Player: Van Nguyen  (Rob Mawson) 

 

Congratulations to these players. 

 

The final rankings for all players can be viewed on the SAPL website. 

www.sapetanque.com 

 

 
 
  

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS  Round 1 Season 

 Eastern Suburbs (ESP) 48 48 

 Prospect (PP) 36 36 

 Novar Gardens (NGP) 36 36 

 Adelaide Hills (AHP) 24 24 

 Adelaide (CPA) 21 21 

 Gawler (GP)  15 15 

 Feral Aussie Boulistes (FAB)   6   6 

 Port Noarlunga (PNP)  -   - 
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 Team Club Ch'ship 
points 

Games 

1st Alexi Alexi, Craig Stewart & Maurice Belz ESP 30 5 

2nd Melissa Scott, Gavin Scott & Van Nguyen PP 24 4 

3rd Judy Whiteaker, Ryan Vinter & Jean-Luc Gonnet NGP 21 4 

4th Alain Rousse, Jean-Paul Bouyer & Dominique Pierre CPA 18 4 

5th Tory McBride, Lionel Pujol & Ray Drummond ESP 18 4 

6th Selina Dally, Giselle Whiteaker & Jonathan Giddings NGP 15 3 

7th Ralph Foster, Dirk Seret & Anthony Pietsch AHP 15 3 

8th Sandy Tilburgs, Dee Greenslade & Deb Rodda ESP (12) 3 

9th Helen Hill, David Willis & John Gejas GP 12 4 

10th Janet Jenkin, Michael Frodyma & Martin Verdonk PP 12 3 

11th Mike Read, Peter Davies & Brian Tuckfield AHP 9 4 

12th Miriam Peik, Roland Peik & Iliano Puccini NGP (9) 3 

13th Guerino Scamoni, David Ellery & Rob Mawson AHP (9) 3 

14th Greg Anderson, Ashton Claridge & Mal Bedson AHP (6) 2 

15th Annie Hambour, Axel Monneron & John Nowland FAB 6 3 

16th Anna O’Connor, Wendy Bensen & Lionel Chazal ESP (6) 2 

17th Kathy Gepp, Gary Hosie & Christian Puccini NGP (6) 3 

18th Rada Pierre, Jenny Key & Ernie Palmer CPA 3 2 

19th David Jones, Richard Voskamp & Brett Williams PP (3) 3 

20th Deborah Ashton, Mark Reardon & Colin Hill GP 3 2 

21st Sandy Shaw, Jane Harris & Allan Johnston CPA (3) 2 

22nd Susan Krieg, Rae Grierson & Ken Medhurst FAB - 2 

23rd Anne Lucas, Bruce Lucas & Deric Oehlers NGP - 2 

24th Cheryl Saunders, Brett Lymn & Ross Williams PP - 2 

25th Lynda Rousse, Wayne Twigden & Adrian Clements CPA - 2 

26th Fran Alexander, Dee Cooper & Judith Brown CPA - 1 

27th Jan Parkinson, Glenis Head & Stan Wilson PP - 1 

28th Heike Whitehorn, John Whitehorn & Allan Sanderson PP - 1 

29th Leslie Davis, Kendy Attenborough & Kel Waters NGP - 1 

30th Patrick Jelk, Thomas Shillabeer & Julie Jolley AHP/NGP - 0 

31st Anna Phillips, Richard Huntley & Kym Wilson PP - 0 

 
 


