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Round 5 at Prospect Petanque Club 30 May, 2021

The penultimate SAPL Interclub round was held at Prospect in fine and sunny conditions. Yet
again, the weather was about as good as it gets for the time of year. As usual, the social
atmosphere was also warm and friendly. However, looking at the results, the competition itself
did not stick to the normal script. This time, the usual stars had to make way for some new faces.
In fact, there were maiden winners on each of the three steps of the winners’ podium.

The gold medal match was one that will be remembered by those involved for years to come. (A
bit like the 2019 State Triples final.) It featured the highly credentialed Eastern Suburbs team of
Alexi Alexi, Craig Stewart & Maurice Belz, with seven gold medals between them from this season
alone, pitted against a new combination from Adelaide Hills made up of Ralph Foster, Anthony
Pietsch & Dirk Seret.

Having powered to a 12-0 lead in just three ends, the ESP team could have been forgiven for
thinking that they had the game in the bag. Their opponents were going down without a
whimper. However, as it turned out, they did have a whimper or two left in them after all. The
indomitable Hills trio finally managed to graft out a point, and thus gain control of the jack.
From there, they gradually pegged their way back into contention. Momentum in sport is a funny
thing - it can suddenly swing from one side to the other and then sometimes it’s hard to shift it
back again. To cut a long story short, it was the Hills team who prevailed in an all-time classic
execution of the old ‘lull-them-into-a-false-sense-of-security’ strategy. It never fails - especially if
you throw in a good dose of the ‘stuck-on-twelve’ factor as well.

Special congratulations must go to Dirk Seret for his role in this stunning victory. A newcomer to
the game, he has picked up a gold medal in just his second Interclub appearance.

Remarkably, the second placed team, comprising Penny Lyons, Steve Hambour & John Black, also
featured a new player. They earned some much-needed club points for FAB and a silver medal
for John Black on his League debut. Well done.

The bronze medal match was an all-Hills affair. The club points were assured, but there was still
the question of bragging rights back at the club to be settled. This turned into an epic encounter
and in the end it was Mike Read, Peter Davies & Brian Tuckfield who narrowly took the honours
- a good follow-up to their strong performance at the Easter Nationals. Congrats to Pete Davies
for his first League medal.

After something of a shake-up to the premiership table in Round 4, this round effected a reversal
of the gains made. Not surprisingly, Adelaide Hills were the big winners this time with possibly
their best result ever and a near-maximum haul of 51 championship points. This lifts them back
ahead of Prospect into third place, with a healthy buffer, and they’re now within striking
distance of second-placed Club d’Adelaide. The other movers were FAB, who have regained fifth
place from Novar Gardens. Meanwhile, despite a less-than-stratospheric result for ESP on this
occasion, they did enough to all but secure the championship, with one round still to go.

Thanks to the umpires and to the Prospect club for hosting and putting on a first-rate lunch.
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Team Club | Ch'ship | Games
points
1st | Ralph Foster, Dirk Seret & Anthony Pietsch AHP 30 5
2nd | Penny Lyons, Steve Hambour & John Black FAB 24 4
3rd | Mike Read, Peter Davies & Brian Tuckfield AHP 21 4
4th | Alexi Alexi, Craig Stewart & Maurice Belz ESP 18 4
5th | Dominique Pierre, Rada Pierre & Alain Rousse CPA 18 4
6t | Sandy Tilburgs, Dee Greenslade & Deb Rodda ESP 15 3
7th | Guerino Scamoni, Ken Hull & Deb Coleman AHP (15) 4
8th | Llianne Healey, Ross Coleman & Mal Bedsen AHP (12) 3
9th | Kathy Gepp, John Hanlon & Selina Dally ESP (12) 3
10th | Melissa Scott, Gavin Scott & Van Nguyen PP 9 3
11t | Ernie Palmer, Wayne Twigden & Adrian Clements CPA 9 3
12th | Jean May, Kenny May & Bruce Lucas NGP 6 3
13t | Jonathan Giddings, Gary Hosie & Jean-Luc Gonnet NGP 6 3
14th | Neil Maslin, Rob Mawson & Robin Austin AHP (6) 2
15th | Louis Oltarczy, Jean-Paul Bouyer & Tina Stockley CPA (6) 3
16t | Deric Oehlers, Ryan Vinter & Darren Stewart NGP (3) 2
17t | Tory McBride, Anna O’Connor & Ray Drummond ESP (3) 2
18t | Susan Krieg, Rae Grierson & Ken Medhurst FAB 3 2
19th | Janet Jenkin, Michael Frodyma & Martin Verdonk PP 3 2
20th | Heike Whitehorn, John Whitehorn & Allan Sanderson PP - 2
21st | Sophie Williams, Ross Williams & Brett Williams PP - 2
22nd | Denise Steinborn, David Jones & Marilyn Trebilcock PP - 1
23rd | Axel Monneron, John Nowland & Paula Puleston FAB - 2
24t | Miriam Peik, Roland Peik & Iliano Puccini NGP - 1
25t | Allan Wallace, David Ellery & Thomas Shillabeer AHP - 1
26t | Julie Jolley, Anne Lucas & Leslie Davis NGP - 0
27t | Anna Phillips, Richard Huntley & Kym Wilson PP - 0
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS Round 5 Season

Eastern Suburbs (ESP) 33 216

Adelaide (CPA) 27 167

Adelaide Hills (AHP) 51 150

Prospect (PP) 9 120

Feral Aussie Boulistes (FAB) 27 90

Novar Gardens (NGP) 12 84

Gawler (GP) - 9

Port Noarlunga (PNP) . -




