
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016/17 SA State Doubles Championship 

 

at:  Gawler Petanque Club      24 July, 2016 

 

 

 

Open Doubles Champions: Dominique Pierre & Tomas Heredia 

 

Runners-Up    Sukrit Vaswani & Nick Armstrong 

 

Semi-Finalists:   Luke Randall & John Gejas 

      Martin Verdonk & Richard Voskamp 

 

 

Ladies Doubles Champions: Llianne Healey & Selina Dally 

 

Runners-Up:    Rada Pierre & Shelley Li 

 

 

Consolante Winners:  Rada Pierre & Shelley Li 

Consolante Runners-Up:  Deb Rodda & Dee Greenslade 

 

 



 

 

 

Cold. Wet. Windy. These were the enduring themes for the day. Yet it was not 

enough to stop fifteen intrepid teams venturing to Gawler for the 2016/17 State 

Doubles Championship. 

Unfortunately, the format for the competition had to be improvised on the morning 

of play. We try to devise formats that are fair and balanced, keep everyone 

interested for as long as possible, and finish with the best teams in the finals. 

However, to do this properly, it takes time and so we need to know in advance the 

number of teams that will be playing! Instead, on this occasion, we had to revert to 

the simplest default format: qualification based on three preliminary games (which 

inevitably entails a lot of 'luck of the draw') and three knockout rounds (which 

means half the competitors have a disappointingly abrupt end to the day and leave 

after the fourth game). Of course, when people then complain about it, this just 

makes the tournament director even grumpier. We never like to turn away people 

that want to play but, in future, we may have to be a bit stricter when teams fail to 

register properly. 

Despite the conditions, the standard of play was high and the number of upsets 

throughout the day were testament to the evenness of the competition. In the end, 

it was Dominique Pierre and Tomas Heredia that remained undefeated, with a tense 

win over Suki and Nick in the final. A long-standing force in SA petanque, Dom is 

now the reigning champion in both doubles and singles (bring on the Triples!). 

Meanwhile, for Tomas, another proven performer when the pressure is on, this is 

his first state title. Well done, both of you. 

Sadly, there was no separate Ladies competition this year as there were only four 

teams registered. (Of course, if we'd known there was actually going to be five 

teams, things might have been very different...) Nevertheless, Selina Dally and 

Llianne Healey, the reigning title holders, managed to defend their crown by virtue 

of being the only ladies team to qualify in the top eight. Rada and Shelley took the 

runners-up trophy along with the wine for winning the Consolante. All in all, a fairly 

fruitful day for the Pierre family. 

Thanks to those who participated and to the Gawler club and all their helpers for 

hosting in less-than-ideal conditions. 

 


