France heckons for petanque pair

GAWLER Petanque Club players Luke
Randall and Cameron Paul are in for an
experience most teenagers could only
dream of after being selected to repre-
sent Australia at under 18 level at the
World Youth Championships in France

later this year.

The championships will be held in Mon-
tauban from August 29 to September 1 and
are open to teams from the 59 countries
affiliated with ‘the sports world govern-
ing body, the International Federation of
Petanque.

What makes this effort even more amaz-
ing is the fact that there are only four mem-
bers on the team, and two of those come
from the same club.

The other two players are from NSW and
WA.

Gawler Petanque Club president Glenis
Head agreed that it was a fantastic achieve-
ment by the club to have two players on the
national team and was full of praise for the
boys.

“We are so proud,” she said.

“T am thrilled.”

Head hoped the selection of Randall and
Paul would promote the club and also raise
awareness for the sport throughout the
community, especially amongst juniors.

“We need to build on this,” Head said.

“We need to start from here and grow

up.

Head was upbeat about her players
chances.

“There we will be some top competition,”
she said.

“But they have got as good a chance as
anybody else.”

Both boys represented South Australia at
the interstate championships in Sydney last
November and were selected to represent

Australia as a result of their good per-

formances.

Randall, aged 17, has represented
Australia twice previously, once in
New Zealand in 2009 and also
"when he travelled to Lake Mac-
quarie as part of the Australian
Junior National team in May this

year, while for Paul, 13,

time representing his country.

For Randall, the ide

going overseas to compe

again is exciting and he

is hoping to soak up
all that he can.

“I'm looking for-
ward to the new ex-
perience and meet-
ing new people,”
Randall said.

After numer-
ous past interstate
and international
trips, Randall has

some idea what he is

in for and is focused on
continuing his - develop-
ment as a petanque player.

“It is good fun (going
away to play),” Randall

said.

“The best thing about

it is the new things

learn from going to places
other than Gawler and

Adelaide.”

it is his first
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Winter
baseball clinics

THE Gawler Rangers Base-
ball Club has started its win-
ter clinics, which will be held

each Sunday throughout this
month.

The clinics will run from 2pm
to 4pm and are open to current
players, as well as anyone else
interested in taking up baseball.

Notable baseball identities
will be present at the clinics to
assist with coaching, along with
senior players from the Gawler
Rangérs.

The clinics started on the
weekend and are obviously very
well received, with a large group
of players attending.

No Tour Down
Under for Gawler
GAWLER will once again

miss out on the action of the

Tour Down Under.

After being bypassed last year
as the race travelled through
Williamstown, next summer’s
event will do the same again.

On Thursday, January 23,
stage three will begin in Ad-
elaide before winding its' way
up through the hills to William-
stown.

One would think that Gawl-
er, being the biggest town in the
area, would feature more heavily
in the fixture, but tour organis-
ers obviously think otherwise.

Qoo
Association match
THE Barossa Valley Hockey

Association will play an as-
sociation match against the
Yorke Peninsula at Stockwell
Oval on Saturday afternoon.

There will be both an A men
and an A women’s match.

The games are being held in
place of the traditional coun-
try championships in Adelaide,
which have been cancelled this
se€ason.

a0
Buckets, an umpire
in waiting?
THE Ball’s Up! thinks it may
have found a way for Kapun-
da coach Jason Mackenzie
to keep fit once he finishes

playing.
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